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institution or of the organization of the Pagan monarchy, the
suggestion probably represents little more than the guesswork of
later chroniclers.
With Htilominlo's reign the great age of temple-building
comes to an end. He completed the majestic Gawdawpalin,
which his father had founded, and built the Mahabodi, a copy of
the Buddhagaya Temple, and the Htilominlo, named after
himself. They were the last to be built in the grand style. Under
his pious patronage monastic life flourished. The influence of
Ceylon stimulated the production of several Pali treatises and
commentaries, notably a law-book, the Dhammavilasa
dhammathat, by a Mon monk of Dalla, which survives only in
quotations in later works.
Htilominlo's son, Kyaswa (1234-50), emulated his father's
piety and left the direction of the kingdom to his son Uzana. The
latter reigned only four years after his father's death: he was
accidentally killed in 1254 while hunting elephants. His son,
Narathihapate (1254-87) witnessed the collapse of the monarchy.
He was the typical eastern despot of fiction, without any of the
redeeming features of his predecessors. He showed no zeal for
religion, and his arbitrary and brutal behaviour caused his
vassals to revolt. The pompous hyperbole of the inscription
with which he dedicated the Mingalazedi Pagoda, stands out in
sharp contrast to the genuine devotion and literary refinement
which characterize those of his predecessors. In it he is styled
"the supreme commander of a vast army of thirty-six million
soldiers, the swallower of three hundred dishes of curry
daily".
But he was not wholly responsible for the downfall of his
kingdom. He lived at a time when external forces were gathering
which were beyond the power of the Pagan monarchy to with-
stand. And there can be no doubt that the expenditure of so
much energy in the founding of temples and monasteries had
exhausted the country by the middle of the thirteenth century.
The Mingalazedi Pagoda indeed gave rise to the Burmese
proverb, 'the pagoda is finished and the great country ruined*.
The kingdom itself had little cohesive force, when put to the
test. It was a loose collection of districts run by feudal lords over
whom the central government might have little control. And the